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HOMEGDESIGN

AGING' 'PLACE

BATHROOM REDESIGN

In keeping with our powder foom theme,
W present an award-winning design of
a bathroom for seniors. Fage A2,
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Taking|

the plunge

. Modern des:gners
‘add panache to the

Although Kohler intro-

STEPHANIE FOSNIGHT | St Wiiter duced the Wellworth toi-
pOWd e r stosright@pi com it in 1936, this mode! is
) from 1948, the same

Like any good saleswoman, year that the company
Michelle Henderson first ques- promoted the idea of a
ro Om tions her clients about their downstairs washroom.
lifestyle and needs before pre- s
senting them with the goods. v S SRR P
But we're not talking vacu- e s o s
um cleaners and mattresses .1 R At e il
T e & EONLIN OF KONLTN &
“Think about your toilet,”
Henderson said. “You want it to i .
= e longer a one-size-fits-all propo-  hardly recognizable and looks
x;ﬁa{:n‘:lhte; m}:ﬁeﬂ B ifion, : more like a hamper or even a
s Instead, said Henderson temporary stool.
Bubehiocsiga 1‘”"5 A0 who manages the showroom at “It was launched at New
i Banner Plumbing in Buffalo York's Fashion Week a year ago
Is fl @ hamper? A foolstool? Grove, toilet shoppingiskind  and made a huge statement,”
Mo, it's a toilet, the Kahler of like shopping for a couch, or  said Kohlermarlﬁeﬁng_mamlag- l-_-« T
| Purist Hatbox tuilet, to be even for artwork. er Lynn Schrage. "Atoilet with- |
precise. This toilet dispenses “People are putting a lot out a tank really changes the Think about your
with traditional commode J more thought intoit,” Hender-  way you think of a toilet.” toilet. You want it
otha 13 son said. “Your toilet is really Colorful toilets now abound. A .
Setion 1y ohinatin el an expression of you, as sillyas  You can get toilets in black, in to be available when
K it sounds.” red and with funky suprise pat- | you need it and you
terns on the inside of the lid. : =
Fashion howls Other frends include elongated w"’m it to wor
For example, if you're ready  toilet bowls, instead of the tra-
to buck the traditional toilet ditional round look, and toilets
form, Kohler's Purist Hatbox made all in one piece.
toilet (approxamately $4,000) “One-piece toilets have a
may be for you. Since the sleeker look, cleaner lines and
flushing is controlled by a mo- See TOILETS, page A1l

tor, there's no tank necessary.
With(_mt atank, the toilet is

Pantone color comes Children (and their Arlene Schusteff
out of the computer parents) talk about life shares a mom’s
and into the home. with type 1 diabetes, _sobermg thoughts.
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With High Tank', is from 1904.

Bidets, long a European favorite, are making their way into American bathrooms. Toto's Neores! loilet and Kohler's
bidet seat (control psml shown at left) incorporate a wash and dry into the lullet experience.

bined with compatible toilets).
TOILETS “The Neorest offers a front
and rear wash, (with) adjusta-
Continued from page A1 bihlaronihetmnpéraﬂuea.nd
the pressure,” said Henderson.
less grooves to clean,” Hender-  “It also blows dry and has an
- son said. odor control fan.”
‘She said she’s
| Return of the bidet upswing in bidet ngedw:rﬁ:zge
But apart from how your toi-  last two years.
let looks, there’s also what your “As Americans we are so
toilet can do for you. cleanliness conscious that this
Take, for instance, the re- males sense,” Henderson said.
turn of the bidet, a separate “We shower more than other
bowl for cleansing yourself. peoplea]lovverthewwm %
While a bidet, a staple in many Another advantage of toilets
g European bathrooms, isoftena  like the Neorest is that you can
k separate piece of plumbing program them to open and
p from the toilet, many of today’s ~ close for you. Many Kohler toi-
top toilets come with bidet lets come with a quiet close op-
functions built into the seat, tion.
hkethepapl.ﬂarNeorest(ap— “Once the seats are engaged
‘proximately $5,000) by Toto. mmﬂttcm, it quietly closes so
Kohler also offers a bidet seat the seat doesn’t bang,” Schrage
for some of its toilets ($750- said.
$1,300 for the seat, although Then there are toilets like
‘the price climbs when com- the Kohler Family Transitions
between a regular seat and a
toddler-sized seat.
Comfort first
Toilet manufacturers have
alsohegun to make toilets with
higher seats, usually the same
height as a dining room chair.
“It makes it easier when

you're sitting down,” Schrage
said. “Those with hip and knee

issues will often seek out a
comfort height seat”
Many shoppers also find the
elongated toilets more comfort-
able than the round shapes.
“Everyone is built a little
differently so seat selection is
i important,” Schrage said.
\While evidence of the flush toilet — = . Finally, the fancy toilets can
goes back to ancient civilizations, “Yourtoiletis || evenbe programmed so that
modern versions have been continu- : R they emanate comforting
‘ously improved since the 181h cenu- | | T€HY am expres- waves of heat through the seat
1y. The Wisconsin-based Kohler com- | | Ston of you, assilly || iser.
any, has been making toilets for as it sounds.” “At 3 in the morning, it's
134 years. This model, the ‘Armeda, R nice to have a warm toilet
seat,” Henderson said.



